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In a forest was a strong oak tree.
Though quite young, it was firm. The oak
was proud of its strength. Near him, several
reeds grew. The oak often boasted to them
about its strength. It always made fun of the
reeds for having such weak stems. The reeds
heard these things but kept quiet.

One day, a storm broke out in the
forest. The trees swayed alarmingly. But the
oak was confident that it would withstand
the storm. However, the wind was so strong
that after a while, the oak begam toTose its
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THE OAK AND THE REEDS

strength. In a matter of time, its trunk broke
and fell over.

When the storm waned, it noticed that the
reeds were still standing.

“How are you still here when I fell?” it asked
in amazement.

The reeds replied, “We bent over when the
wind blew. So we did not break.” The oak
was silenced.

Be flexible and polite
in your behavior.
Rigidity and ego
may harm you.




JO JEETA WOH SJKSASNJ@AXR&

“Hey guys, this year we
have got a great chance of
winning the house
championship,” Ejaz
said.

Ejaz and his friends
Suresh and Vicky were
sitting in the football
field on the second day
of the three-day
Annual Sports meet of
their school. Their
school DPS, Rourkela
had four houses
Jhelum, Chenab,
Ganges and Yamuna.
Ejaz and his friends
belonged to Ganges
house and Ejaz was
the house captain.
Ganges  had been
losing to its arch Rival
Jhelum for the past nine
years.

“How can you
say that?”’ asked Vicky.

“Kindo Sir told me we
have notched up 175 points.
Jhelum has 180 while Chenab and
Yamuna are way behind at 135and 112.”

“But Ejaz, Jhelum is in the lead,
how do you then fancy our chances?”

“Tomorrow, we have three events
— the finals of football, hockey and 100
metres sprint. In both football and hockey
Yamuna and Chenab are in the fray that
leaves only 100 metres."

“In that case we are doomed.

Jhelum has the athletic captain and fastest
sprinter of the school Yash in it.” Suresh
said, shaking his head.

“That's where you are wrong. In
the first term this year, a new boy joined
class nine. His name is Eklavya Tirkey
and he is on a scholarship. I am sure he
can give our resident champ Yash a run
for his money.” Ejaz replied.
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Eklavya was of medium height
and wiry with a friendly face and bright
eyes. His greatest passion was running and
he knew he was good at it.

In the heats, for the first time, the
school saw Eklavya run. He and Yash
topped in their respective groups.

Half an hour after the race, Yash
and his friends went to Kindo Sir, “Sir, did
you see Eklavyarun?” asked Yash.

“Yes, I think he was great.”

“But Sir, he should be
disqualified,” Amrit, the house captain of
Jhelum said.

‘GWhy?”
“He ran bare foot?”
“Did he? I didn'tnotice.”

“But now that you know shouldn't
you disqualify him? After all you have
always been stressing how important a
dress code is. The finals of the 100 metres
will be in front of the entire school. Sir, do
you think it will look nice if one of our
upcoming athletes is running barefoot?”
asked Yash.

“Okay. But I wont' disqualify him.
I shall ask him to wear shoes and run in the

finals.”
k ok sk

“But why should he be forced to
wear shoes?” Vicky and Ejaz asked
together when they met Kindo Sir.

“There is a dress code in
everything including sports. If Eklavya
does well, he will represent our school in
various competitions. Evenif] allow him
today, he will be disqualified later,”

Kindo Sir said.
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“But Sir, he will not have enough
time to practice.”
“lam sorry my friends: no shoes—

norun.”
* %k %k

Ejaz took Eklavya on his bike to
the nearest Bata Shoes outlet.

An hour later Eklavya was
practising running in his new shoes.

“How does it feel?”
“Suffocating,” Eklavya said with

awry smile.
%k ok o3k

At4.55 Eklavya was at the starting
line. He was in lane six while Yash was in
lane one.

Eklavya had always enjoyed
running. It had been his greatest love, his
supreme passion. But today he was feeling
tense. His feet were clammy and he was
dying to get out of the stuffy shoes.

He knew he had to win this race.
The hopes of the entire Ganges house were
on him. But apart from the championship
there was something else which he could
barely define — his pride, his honour. This
was his chance to prove he was a winner —
a champ who could triumph against all
odds.

“On your marks, get set, go.” Pop
went the gun and the runners took off.

Yash raced ahead, his long legs
propelling him forward. Eklavya knew he
had to conserve his energy for the final
burst. With every step he took his feet
seem to protest —not liking being stifled by
cloth and leather. Seconds later Eklavya
and Yash were neck and neck with the tape
looming ahead.

contd. to page 51...




Science of Living
Yelercnee

There are four types of balls: EERS
1. Aballof candle wax meltstothe Sun's heat.

2. Aball of sealing wax melts by the heat of the fire.
3. Aballof wood turnsinto ashes whenput onfire.
4. Aballof clay turnsintoasolid red ball when put onfire.

L @90 @

Four boys take up study

The first one loses courage when he faces a little difficulty. He leaves school. He is like a
ball of candle wax.

The second one loses courage when he faces a little more difficulty. He gives up studies.
Heis like a ball of sealing wax.

The third oneloses courage when he faces much more difficulty. He gives up studies. He is
like a ball of wood.

The fourth one does not lose courage, he tolerates and faces all types of difficulties. He
becomes a learned person. He is like a ball of clay, which turns stronger in fire and
becomesbrighter.

One should not give up tolerance when faced with difficulties. He who remains tolerant in
difficulties succeeds in life. One should not lose courage in difficulties. He who is
courageous accomplishes something newin life.
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A, 2025 W 49




Almost all house-proud
homemakers take special care to see that
their homes are kept free of cobwebs. For
aren't cobwebs dangling from the ceiling
a sure sign of an unkempt home? Few
people realize therefore, what
remarkable creations spiders' webs really

are.

Spiders spin webs so that they
can catch insects for their food. All
spiders spin silk, but not all of them build
webs. Some spiders only spin a single
dragline with a sticky end. When any
insect nears it, the spider swings the
sticky line towards it and traps it!

Web building spiders build
different types of webs as well — the orb,
the mesh or tangle web, the sheet web,
and the funnel and dome shaped web.
Flies and other insects get trapped in the
spiders web because the threads of the
web are sticky, and hold fast anything
that touches them. But amazingly, the
spider himself does not get stuck in his
own web, because he always leaves some
of the threads on his web non-sticky, or
dry, and these are the only 'pathways' that
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he carefully walks
upon! If by chance he
does tread the wrong
way however, the oil
on his feet, helps him
to free himself from
his own sticky web!

Spider silk
begins as liquid protein in a gland in the
spider's abdomen. It travels from the
gland to a narrow duct before being
squeezed out through one of the spider's
six spinnerets. These are minute spinning
nozzles at the spider's back end. The
specialized proteins that make up spider
silk are what make the spider's web
nearly waterproof, insoluble, and protect
it from bacteria and fungi and from
drying out. Since spiders lose a lot of
their nutrients when they spin their webs,
they eat their old webs to recycle the
protein before they start to make a new
one!

Although spider's webs with
their sparkling gossamer threads look
like delicate lace, spider silk is
enormously strong. Scientists have
calculated that a strand of spider silk
would have to be fifty miles long before it
would break under its own weight. A
thread of spider silk has greater tensile
strength than steel of the same diameter,
but is so elastic that it can stretch more
than twenty-five percent of its normal
length before breaking. Spider silk is also
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more elastic than even the most
stretchy nylon threads. One scientific
study found that spider silk is so flexible
and strong that if a spider's web was
produced the width of a pencil, it would
have the strength to stop a 747 aircraft
moving at full speed!

Spider's silk is even superior to
'kevlar', the high-performance fibre that
is used to make bulletproof vests. But
while kevlar has to be manufactured at
very high temperatures and under great
pressures, and leaves behind toxic
byproducts, the humble spider makes his
silk at body temperature without any
machines and gizmos! Some spiders can
spin up to 2,000 feet of thread
continuously, and spiders' webs have
been found 20 miles out at sea, 3 miles
high up in the sky and even atop Mount
Everest.

Though the marvelous properties
of spider silk are well known, and it has
been used since times immemorial by
people for personal ornamentation and
for making fish nets and lines, spiders
have never been used for silk production
on large scale. This is because spiders are
predators and cannibals, and if they are
kept close together, they will
immediately try to devour one another!

So, the next time you see a spider
sitting on his web, perhaps you will look
athim with new respect. For do you know
anyone else who has made his home
entirely by himself, of a material so
strong and amazing that not all the
technology of the modern world has been
able toreplicate it?

Santhini Govindan
Mumbai (Maharashtra)
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contd. from page 49...

For Eklavya it was now or never.
Picking up every ounce of energy he had
he raced. His t-shirt was dripping, his feet
were wet and his legs were aching. His feet
simply flew and with one final lunge he
crashed into the tape and fell in a heap. He
didn't even know whether he had won or
lost. All he knew was that he had tried his
best.

“Eklavyal!!” the roar was
deafening. “Jo Jeeta Woh Sikandar.”

It was only then that Eklavya
realised that he had won and Ganges were
the House Champions after nine long

years.
sk osk ok

After the presentation as Eklavya
was walking away, he heard someone call
his name.

It was Yash.

“Congrats!” Yash said offering his
hand.

“Thanks!” Eklavya said.

“I am sorry, I thought if you run
with shoes I shall be able to beat you. But
you made me realise with or without
shoes you are the real champion.”

Eklavya's answer was his shy
smile.

“Next month is the State level
Athletic Championship. You will of
course run the 100 metres. [ also want you
to be the most vital partofthe relay team—
the anchor,” Yash said and walked away
leaving behind a beaming Eklavya.

Ramendra Kumar
Bengaluru (Karnatak)




An old man lived in a house
alone.He had no wife or children
and lived a miserable life.He
never even bothered to clean his
house.lt was full of cobwebs.

One day a rich businessman
came to his houseThey con-
versed for some time.The busi-
nessman looked around and said,
There is a treasure in your house
which | need.

“I am offered a fat amount for
this unkempt house. | may get
more if | keep it clean®, the old
man thought.

Soon, he dusted away the cob=
webs and thoroughly cleaned his
house. Next day, he woke up
early and waited for the busi-
ness man. Finally he arrived. As
soon as he entered the house, he
noticed that the house looked
different.

The unlucky

WORLD'S BEST

Fleas are Among the
world's best jJumpers.
Fleas use their toes and
shins ta jump. They can
spring up to seven vertical
inches, more than 80 times
their height.

The cobwebs were missing.He
looked disappointed and
said,"You threw away all the val-
uable things. | was actually
making a movie. For that |
needed a house that was un-
kempt and infested with cob-
webs, exactly like the one you
had. Now that you have removed
all those cobwebs, | no longer
need this house,” saying this, the
businessman left.
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The old man was sad and re-
pented the hurried way in which
he dealt the situation and finally
lost a fertune.




~Clever children

Arya was a good boy. He notices everything taking place around him. One dﬂ'f.. I

me? I will spit |
wherever I like._~ | )




Bhala came back te take his scooter. Then
children spat all over his vehicle.
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Uncle, didn't you

S
spit wherever you liked?
: S50 we con also do Anyway I will
- the same thing, wipe it of f with my
kerchief.




Why does hair turn grey?

Each hair follicle contains a
plgment called melanin — the
same thing that colours our
skin — that gives our hair its
colour. As we get older, we
produce less pigment, result-
ing in grey hair. When there
are fewer pigment cells in a
hair follicle, that strand of hair
will no longer contain as
much melanin and will
become a more transparent
colour — like grey, silver or
white — as it grows. As
people continue to get older,
fewer pigment cells will be
around to produce melanin.

Diamonds are cut so that a

~ =N

light ray falling on the
diamond is reflected multiple
times inside the diamond and
therefore sends light out Iin
all  directions.  Actually,
diamonds don't shine, they
reflect. As the light moves
through the diamond, it is
scattered and fractured,
creating the sparkle that
diamonds are known for.

Why Hollywood is called
the ‘Tinsel Town'?

Hollywood is the home of the
global movie Industry. The
name became renowned as
the centre of the entertain-
ment world and a place of
glamour, glitter and fantasy.
The term ‘tinsel' is used to
describe  something  that
looks great but Is without any
important substance.




There are three lobes in the
right lung and two in the left
lung. The right lung is divided
into three lobes — an upper,
middle and a lower. The
Lobes are just differential
parts of the overall lung
structure. The lobes them-
selves are structurally a way
to distribute the mass and
function of the lungs so thata
catastrophic failure to one
part may not necessarlly
destray the entire organ. The
left is smaller - most likely to
accommodate the heart. The
heart is in the volume on the
left that is occupied by the
Middie Lobe on the right.
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The homing pigeon is a
variety of domestic pigeon
derived from the rock
pigeon, selectively bred for
its ability to find its way home
over extremely long dis-
tances. Because of this skill,
homing pigeons were used
to carry messages as mes-
senger pigeons. Pigeons
were effective as messen-
gers due to their natural
homing abilities.

Once their body temperature
rises, dogs can't sweat
through their skin like we do
to cool off. Dogs do sweat
through their paw pads, but
it's by panting that dogs cir-
culate the necessary air
through their bodies to cool
down.
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Integrity at work
ISO 9001:2008 Certified Company

AKASH GANGA COURIER LIMITED

Corporate ottice : 807, Block-k2, Behind Maruti Showroom,
Near Maruti Workshop, Vasant Kunj Road, Mahipalpur,
New Delhi-110037 E-mail : delhi@akashganga.info
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